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which are not seen are eternal;" and in the tu-
mult and bustle of life, he is sobered by the still
small voice which whispers to him, that " the fashion
of this world passes away.*" This circumstance
alone must, it is obvious, constitute a vast difference
between the habitual temper of his mind, and that
of the generality of nominal Christians, who are
almost entirely taken up with the concerns of the
present world. They Jcnow indeed that they are
mortal, but they do noifeel it. The truth rests in
their understandings, and cannot gain admission into
their hearts. This speculative persuasion is alto-
gether different from that strong practical impression
of the infinite importance of eternal things, which, at-
tended with a proportionate sense of the shortness and
uncertainty of all below, while it prompts to activity
from a conviction that " the night coineth when no
man can work/' produces a certain firmness of texture,
which hardens us against the buffetings of fortune,
and prevents our being very deeply penetrated by
the cares and interests, the good or evil of this tran-
sitory state. Thus this just impression of the re-
lative value of temporal and eternal things, maintains
in the soul a dignified composure through all the
vicissitudes of life. It quickens our diligence, yet
moderates our ardour; urges us to just pursuits, yet
checks any undue solicitude about the success of
them, and thereby enables us, in the language of
Scripture, "to use this world as not abusing it,"
rendering us at once beneficial to others and com-
fortable to ourselves.
But this is not all—besides the distinction be-
tween the nominal and the real Christian, which
results from the impressions produced on them re-
spectively by the eternal duration of heavenly things,
there is another grounded on their nature, no less
marked, nor less important. They are stated in Scrip-

